
Djiru: Managing Country,   

Littoral Rainforest and 

Gunduy Habitat  

 The Djiru tribe are Rainforest Aboriginal people and have 

very strong spiritual connections to their traditional country.   
 

In September 2011, Djiru people, past and present, were 

recognised as the Native Title holders of their traditional 

lands in the Mission Beach area.   
 

Eight parcels of unallocated State Land were transferred 

back to Djiru people following this successful Native Title 

claim. 
 

With help from Terrain NRM Djiru people are drafting an 

integrated natural resource management plan for two big 

for-

est blocks; one at the mouth of Wongaling Creek and anoth-

er at South Mission Beach.  
 

“Workshops and going back on country to do the manage-

ment plan have been really good,” said Djiru  Traditional 

Owner Rona Hart.  “We’re doing stuff on-ground as we’re 

doing the management plan. Native Title, the land transfer 

and the land management plan have motivated us and in-

creased access and use of traditional country. It’s part of ca-

pacity building on existing natural and cultural plans.”  
 

Both blocks of land support the endangered cassowary 

(Gunduy in Djiru language) and littoral rainforest and the 

development and implementation of the management plan 

will be used by Djiru people to 

guide good planning and decision 

making about natural resource 

management on their Lands.  
 

“It’s an educational journey for us 

too,” said Djiru Traditional Owner 

Whitney Rassip and Djiru Elder 

Leonard Andy.   
 

“Some of our land contains littoral rainforest which Djiru 

people are currently exploring; how it affects us and our 

management of our blocks.”  
 

Djiru Traditional Owner Rona Hart with Terrain NRM’s 
Tony O’Malley on the beach looking in to littoral      

rainforest on Djiru country. 

 

 

 

“The cassowary is part of us. 

We look upon the cassowary 

as part of our tribe, part of 

us; we have that interaction 

with them.  It’s been with us 

for thousands of years.”  

Djiru people receiving the ‘Deed of Grant of Land’ for country 
at Mission Beach.  



“We must protect and enhance remaining coastal rainforest to ensure access 

for Djiru people to reconnect and maintain sea country culture. Not only for us, 

the people, but as well for animals that access the ocean from the rainforest, 

for example the Gunduy.”  

 

“The cassowary is part of us. We look upon the cassowary as part of our tribe, 

part of us; we have that interaction with them.  It’s been with us for thousands 

of years,” said Djiru Elder John Andy. 
 

“These blocks are cassowary country. Habitat linkages to our blocks of land for 

cassowaries are important. We would like to plant more cassowary food trees 

there and get more cassowaries back to the beach,” said Ms Rassip and Mr 

Andy. 
 

“The odds are against littoral rainforest and any 

remaining rainforest along our coast in Djiru 

country,” said Mr Andy.   
 

“It is a continued struggle against development 

and economic benefits in protecting rainforest 

along our coast.  We need a balance.  It is im-

portant to us; our people used to reside along 

the coast, they were important living area’s for Djiru people.”  
 

“We’ve been sharing stories of what we used to do there and reconnecting our 

youth back with the land, exploring traditional knowledge of the country and 

learning again; what we can and can’t use, how to manage cultural sites and 

traditional language,” said Ms Hart. 
 

“With the disconnection of our people from the land, only some people know 

the names of certain things, so we’re relearning traditional language of the 

things that pertain to that particular area.” 

 

“Terrain have been very supportive and have become key partners. 

We sort of picked up on it very quickly and know what we have to do now,      

Terrain has more or less put us on track I guess.” 

Rona Hart, surveying  the Djiru people’s 
traditional lands. 

 
“With the disconnection of our    

people from the land, only some 

people know the names of certain 

things, so we’re re-learning          

traditional language of the things 

that pertain to that particular   

area.” 

Djiru Traditional Owner Whitney Rassip and 
Djiru Elder Leonard Andy on country at     

Mission Beach. 

Below: Leonard Andy, Rona Hart, Tina Hart, Whitney Rassip and neighbouring Girramay/Jirrbal Traditional Owner Jean 

Thaiday, next to Wongaling Creek on Djiru country. Littoral rainforest on Djiru country at Mission Beach is critically 

important for Djiru people and Gunduy, the endangered cassowary.  


