
 

WTL-RC 4: East-West Riparian Connections – Russell River National Park to Bellenden Ker 

Range 

Reinstate and improve landscape connectivity from the coast to the ranges, using waterways and riparian areas as 

the focus for activities.  Use both riparian revegetation and management of remnant areas, in combination with 

management of drainage issues, to improve habitat and connectivity and increase resilience for natural systems 

and a range of threatened species.  
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 A coordinated and strategic approach to restoration of east-west riparian corridors in this location will 
result in: 

 Increased habitat and connectivity, benefiting a range of species, including many threatened and 
iconic species.  

 Improved adaptability and resilience to impacts of climate change. 
 Strong community stewardship and ownership of projects, bringing social and community benefits 

through involvement in on-ground activities. 
 Improved water quality and waterway and riparian health. 
 Positive biosecurity outcomes, through long-term management of weeds and removal of pest 

habitat. 
 Potential for Traditional Owner involvement and benefits. 
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In the face of traditional challenges, like vegetation clearing, and emerging threats, such as climate 
change, the importance of connectivity to improving landscape resilience and ecosystem function is 
stronger than ever.  Reinstating east-west vegetated connections has been identified as a regional 
priority.  In addition to the connectivity issues, there are complex drainage issues within this area which 
could also be investigated through this project; there are opportunities for reinstatement of some 
swamp areas for water treatment and detention, as well as biodiversity outcomes.  Restoration projects 
also provide good opportunities for close collaboration and information sharing with Traditional Owners.  

K
ey

 s
te

p
s 

1) In collaboration with all stakeholders, develop plans for, and implement, on-ground revegetation 
activities to reinstate East-West riparian connections in priority areas – Harvey, McPauls and 
Corroboree Creeks. 

2) Install small-scale sediment traps within the agricultural drainage area to minimise sediment deposits 
in the National Park (this would enable better flow through the system and less flooding back from the 
wetlands). 

3) Work with all stakeholders to increase BMP adoption, which will contribute to improved water 
quality.  
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 There is already good support from many landholders for practice change, BMP and riparian 
restoration activities. 

 Potential opportunities for blue carbon investment for returning marginal cane land back to wetlands. 
 There is a history of conflict in this part of the Russell Catchment around drainage issues and diversion 

of streams and agricultural drains. Any work within the drainage network that might affect the 
hydrology would need to be carefully considered. 

 This is a very challenging area in terms of management interventions. 
 Potential for Acid Sulphate Soils in some areas, which would require careful management. 


